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Summary
Fairy Dell is now an urban green space but in the 19 th century formed part of the gardens
and grounds belonging to Gunnergate Hall, built in 1857 for Charles Leatham. The Dell
is managed by a Friends group who had identified a series of abandoned sunken lanes
and wished to learn more about them.

A Community Archaeology project was established with the Friends of Fairy Dell, using
Heritage Lottery funding. The project began with a series of historical research
workshops to identify archaeological features within Fairy Dell, followed by
archaeological excavation of a medieval sunken lane. The project ended with a well
attended Medieval Festival.

This report concentrates on the results of the excavation that demonstrated a likely
medieval date for one of the sunken lanes.
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1. Introduction
A Community Archaeology project was set up by the Friends of Fairy Dell with the aid of
a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. The project included a number of workshops
with local people to identify the heritage of Fairy Dell, an urban green space in the
southern part of Middlesbrough (Figure 1). The workshops were followed by a week of
archaeological excavation on the line of a former sunken lane.

The first workshop was held on 5 March 2014 and was a historic research session where
the Friends looked at early maps, aerial photographs and historic documents to trace the
medieval history of Middlesbrough. This was followed by a field survey on 12 March
2014 where the Friends identified historic features within the Dell and its environs
including veteran trees, sunken lanes and Victorian garden features. This work was
continued on 19 March 2014 and concluded on 26 March 2014 when plans were drawn
up for targeted archaeological investigation and interpretation of key features.

The archaeological excavation took place between 12th May 2014 and 19th May 2014.
The fieldwork was supervised by Rachel Grahame (supervisor) and David Errickson (site
assistant) and assisted by over 35 volunteers.

A medieval festival was held on Sunday 20th July 2014 to celebrate the work.

In December 2014 a leaflet about the history of the Dell (Appendix 2) and a display
board about the medieval trod (Appendix 3) were designed as a result of the work.

2. Location and Geology
The site is located to the south of Middlesbrough between Marton-in-Cleveland and
Nunthorpe at NZ 51270 14760 (Figure 1). It is a park measuring c.17 hectares, bounded
to the north by the A174 (Parkway), to the west by Newham Way, to the south by
Gunnergate Lane and the east by Weymouth Avenue and Tollesby Lane.

The Dell is a steep sided beck valley and is characterised by native and planted
woodland on the steeper banks and a more open grassed valley at its base.

The geomorphology of the area consists of Devensian till overlying Mercia mudstone
(British Geological Survey of Britain 2014).
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3. Historical and Archaeological Background
The historic research workshop demonstrated that Fairy Dell was agricultural land for
much of the 18th and 19th century and the presumption was that this was also the case in
the medieval period. The group also identified the medieval settlement of Newham
which is first recorded in the Domesday Book of 1086AD (Page, 1924). This was located
on the higher ground on the western side of the Dell (see Figure 2). The village was
noted to survive as earthworks on aerial photographs taken in the 1940s (Figure 3) but
was built over in the early 1970s. The field survey workshop successfully identified a
former back lane to the village which is now a hedgerow with extant ditch that runs down
to the base of the Dell. A second sunken lane was noted running from the centre of the
village (the green?) to the Dell (Figure 3).

In the mid 19th century the Dell became part of the gardens and grounds belonging to
Gunnergate Hall which was built in 1857 for Charles Leatham. After his death it was
bought by John Vaughan. John Vaughan died in 1868 when Gunnergate Hall passed to
his son, Thomas. Refurbishment of the hall by Thomas up until 1879 meant the hall had
sweeping lawns, well wooded grounds, and a lake with a boat house, tennis courts and
greenhouses. In 1881 Gunnergate Hall was bought by Carl Bolckow and sold again in
1885 to the Mayor of Middlesbrough: Sir Railton Dixon. In 1946 the hall was eventually
demolished and the land was acquired by Middlesbrough Council.

Many of the Victorian garden features are still visible within Fairy Dell, however much of
the Fairy Dell Park was developed and landscaped in the later 1970s. In 2005, the
Friends of Fairy Dell won just short of one hundred thousand pounds from the ‘Big
Lottery’s  Peoples  Millions’  competition  in  conjunction  with  Middlesbrough  Council. A
number of improvements were made to the Dell including better public access.

No previous archaeological work is known to have taken place within the Dell.

4. Aims and Objectives
The aims of the project were:

1. To raise public awareness of the heritage value of the Fairy Dell area including its
sunken lanes.

2. To promote the good management of the heritage features of the Fairy Dell area.

3. To work with local people to explore the archaeology of Fairy Dell through
exploratory trial trenching

4. To provide heritage based educational opportunities for local schools.

The results of the excavation will form part of a permanent archive of the site. The
archive is currently held by Tees Archaeology under the site code MFD14 and will be
passed to the Dorman Museum.
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5. Methodology
The lottery bid included the resurfacing of one of the sunken lanes that runs from behind
Oak Tree Cottage (aka 102 Gunnergate Lane) on Gunnergate Lane to the west of the
ford on Marton West Beck (see Figures 2 & 5). Although the resurfacing was not
particularly damaging it was felt this might be the only opportunity for some time to
investigate the trod.

Three trenches (Trenches A-C) were excavated across the trod by spade and the
underlying deposits cleaned by hand. The locations are indicated on Figure 4. The
excavation of the trenches was carried out under the direct guidance of the supervising
archaeologists. A fourth trench was opened on the route of the old line of Gunnergate
Lane (Trench D) which was still in use in the 1960s. A fifth trench was opened close to
the top of the trod for educational use (Trench Z).

Subsequent excavation and recording was undertaken following the methodology set out
in Tees Archaeology Research and Fieldwork Section’s recording manual. The turf was
removed by spade and the sections and the base of each trench were cleaned using the
appropriate hand tools. Sections within each trench were drawn at a scale of 1:10 and
plans were drawn at a scale of 1:20. The location of each trench was surveyed using a
Topcon Total Station.

Deposits were recorded using pro forma context recording sheets. A photographic record
of the investigations was compiled using a SLR and a digital camera. This comprised
black and white prints on 35mm film and high resolution digital images at 10 mega-pixels.
All photographs include a graduated metric scale. The photographic record forms part of
the project archive.

6. Results
Trench A (Figures 6-8)
Trench A was situated at the top of the slope running parallel with the fence to the north
of 102 Gunnergate Lane fence (Figure 4). The trench was 2.44m long and 3.80m wide
(Figure 6). It was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.38m (Figures 7 & 8). Two contexts
[01] and [04] were recorded within this trench.

Trench A was excavated by spade and trowel down to an anthropogenic subsoil [04].
This context was mid brown-yellow, firm, silty clay. The clay was very clean to trowel with
very occasional small pebbles and charcoal lumps. The subsoil [04] had a diffuse
boundary with the above layer [01].

The topsoil [01] was made up of dark brown, friable, humic silt. This context included
occasional stones and a large amount of organic material. [01] is datable to the 20 th

century from the finds within the context. This context overlies [04]. Due to time
constraints the trench was not excavated beneath layer [04].

Trench B (Figure 9)
Trench B was situated between trenches A and C in the middle of the sunken lane
parallel with the northern fence of 102 Gunnergate Lane (Figure 4). The trench was 3.7m
long and 3.3m wide. It was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.5m. Two contexts [06]
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and [07] were recorded within this trench. This trench was excavated with heavy tools
due to persistent water logging.

Trench B was excavated by spade and mattock down to the boulder clay [07]. The clay
[07] was light pink/orange and very soft to trowel and had natural inclusions of small
stones and manganese flecks. The horizon was very clear although the interface was
very mixed with the overlying topsoil [06] due to the use of the trod over time.

The topsoil [06] was made up of dark brown, hard, wet silt. This context included
occasional stones and a large amount of organic material such as tree roots. The glass
and plastic finds within this context date the layer to the 20 th century. This context
overlies [07].

Trench C (Figures 10-12)
Trench C was situated at the bottom of the slope running parallel with the northern fence
of 102 Gunnergate Lane (Figure 4). The trench was 4.30m long and 3.70m wide (Figure
10). It was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.62m (Figures 11 & 12). Three contexts
[02], [03] and [05] were recorded within this trench.

Trench C was excavated by spade and trowel down to the natural clay [05]. The clay
[05] was light brown-orange, soft clean clay with natural inclusions of small stones (less
than 0.03m in diameter) and manganese flecks. A small area of this context was
excavated to a depth of 0.23m (Figures 10 & 12). The clay became a much darker
orange/red with depth. The clay [05] underlies the subsoil [03].

The subsoil [03] was excavated by spade and trowel. The context was made up of light
brown/dark orange, sandy silt with charcoal inclusions. The horizon was clear against the
natural [05], however was unclear against the topsoil [02]. The layer included a large
amount of organic material and small stones (0.05m in diameter).

The topsoil [02] was excavated by spade and trowel once the vegetation had been
cleared from the surface. The topsoil consisted of dark brown, soft silt with washed in
yellow clay inclusions. There was a large amount of organic material and charcoal flecks
throughout the context. Furthermore, a large amount of small stones was noted (less
than 0.05m in diameter). The horizon against the subsoil [03] was difficult to identify due
to the lighting conditions. The layer can be dated to the 20 th century due to the
associated finds.

Trench D (Figures 13)
Trench D was located on the opposite side of the beck at the south-east of the dell within
close proximity to the south east entrance from Gunnergate Lane (Figure 4). The trench
was 5.10m long and 0.8m wide. It was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.41m. Five
contexts [08], [09], [10], [11] and [12] were recorded within this trench. Trench D was
excavated by spade and mattock by a work-team without archaeological supervision and
was recorded retrospectively.

The boulder clay [12] consisted of mid orange hard clay. This is typical of the local
geology of the area. The horizon was very clear against the stone layer [11] above.

Context [11] consisted of many irregular angular stones ranging from 0.02m – 0.08m in
size. It is possible that this layer has been pressed into the clay [12] and formed part of a
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surface previous to tarmac being laid. The depth of this layer was 0.06m. This context
has clear horizons against [12] and [10].

The hard tarmac [10] is dark grey/black. The depth of this layer is 0.07m. This context is
the road surface in use in the mid 20th century.

A layer of redeposited clay [09] overlies the tarmac [10]. The clay is light grey/orange,
firm, silty clay. The deposit is 0.13m deep. The horizon of [09] is very clear against [08]
and [10].

Finally, the topsoil [08] overlies the redeposited clay [09]. The topsoil consists of dark
orange/brown, firm humic silt full of organic material. The topsoil is 0.15m deep and is
consistent with the other topsoil across the site.

Trench Z
Trench Z was located on a flat grassy plot to the rear of 102 Gunnergate Lane,
Middlesbrough (Figure 4). The turf was removed by hand and the trench was used as an
educational trench for school parties and others. The only layer which was investigated
consisted of the topsoil and has been given the context [13]. This layer appeared to be a
re-deposited soil and contained a large number of 20 th century and earlier finds.

7. Finds
The finds are catalogued by material.
Animal bone (Figure 14)
Context Description Date

01

Trench A

1 piece of butchered rib form a large mammal 19th or 20th century

02

Trench C

3 long bones probably from small rodents

1 piece of butchered rib

2 fragments of butchered vertebral bodies (large
mammal)

1 rodent skull

1 piece of pelvic bone from a small animal

1 toe of a large mammal

19th or 20th century

03

Trench C

1 piece of pelvic bone from a small animal 19th or 20th century

13

Trench Z

1 tooth 19th or 20th century

Much of the smaller bones are most likely from the remains of animals that have been
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killed by predators or scavenged by smaller animals (due to only some bones being
present). The larger bones have been relocated due to butchery of larger animals (most
likely cattle).

Glass (Figure 15)
Context Description Date

01

Trench A

4 sherds of window glass (3 plain, 1 light green) -
discarded

5 sherds of vessel glass (1 plain, 4 green) – all
discarded apart from C. Garnett bottle.

Late 19th century –
20th century

02

Trench C

11 sherds of vessel glass (6 plain, 3 brown, 1 black,
1 green)

1 sherd of red glass

Late 19th century –
20th century

03

Trench C

1 sherd of vessel glass (plain) Late 19th century –
20th century

06

Trench B

4 sherds of window glass (plain)

5 sherds of vessel glass (plain)

Late 19th century –
20th century

13

Trench Z

16 sherds of window glass (5 plain, 1 green) -
discarded

17 sherds of vessel glass (16 plain. 1 green) -
discarded

19th or 20th
century

One of the pieces of green vessel glass in  context  [01]  has  the  words,  “C. Garnett,
Middlesbro” labelled on its exterior (Figure 15). One of the white vessel sherds from
context [02] bore the partial legend ‘NISONS’.
Iron
Context Description Date

02

Trench C

1 piece of miscellaneous ferrous material -
discarded

Late 19th century –
20th century

06

Trench B

4 items of miscellaneous ferrous material Late 19th century –
20th century

13

Trench Z

23 items made up of 21 nails and a small bridle bit. 19th or 20th
century
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Plastic
Context Description Date

01

Trench A

1 Ribena branded toy/key ring 21st century

06

Trench B

1 golf ball Late 20th – 21st

century

13

Trench Z

11 items of miscellaneous plastic including Presto
plastic bag

Late 20th century

Chalk
Context Description Date

01

Trench A

1 piece of chalk Late 20th – 21st

century

Pot (Figures 16 and 17)
Context Description Date

01

Trench A

1 large ceramic tile

2 sherds of white glazed domestic pottery

19th – early 20th

century

02

Trench C

1 large pink ceramic tile - discarded

2 sherds of glazed domestic pottery

19th – early 20th

century

03

Trench C

1 sherd of orange/yellow pot. Tees Valley Ware 12th-13th century

04

Trench A

1 clay pipe bowl

1 large brick and 2 brick sherds - discarded

Late 18th – 19th

century

19th – 20th century

13

Trench Z

20 sherds of modern glazed domestic pottery

4 clay pipe stems

3 sherds of medieval pottery (1 with glaze
reminiscence)

19th or 20th
century

19th or 20th
century

Early – Late
medieval

The white clay pipe bowl was found in trench A context [04] (Figure 16). On both seams
there is a leaf pattern. In trench C, context [03] a small sherd of medieval pottery was
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found on the surface of context [05]. The sherd is unglazed and typical of the local
pottery tradition known as Tees Valley Ware (Figure 17).
Charcoal
Context Description Date

01

Trench A

1 fragment of charcoal -discarded

13

Trench Z

1 fragment of charcoal

Miscellaneous
Context Description Date

13

Trench Z

1 white flint (unworked)

1 fragment of circuit board

3 items of metal

1 arm from a record player (in two pieces)

19th to 21st
century

8. Discussion
The archaeological research has provided valuable information about previous activity
within Fairy Dell, Middlesbrough.

The archaeological investigation of the trod revealed a sequence of deposits. The
topsoil was the most recent layer with finds ranging from the 19th century up until the 21st

century. The subsoil beneath can be dated from as early as the 18th century up until the
early 20th century. A single sherd of medieval pottery was discovered between contexts
[03] and [05] in Trench C. This gives us a relative date for the earliest use of the trod in
the 12th or 13th century.

Trench D was excavated across the line of the former Gunnergate Lane. A former road
surface was identified dating to the early to mid 20th century. The road forms a
formalisation of an earlier path that was recorded in section (Figure 13). Unfortunately,
any previous medieval features that may have been present were destroyed during the
construction of these later paths.

Finally, three sherds of medieval pottery were recovered from the educational trench
(Trench Z). These were much abraded sherds and are probably the result of manuring
fields with nightsoil from the nearby settlements in the medieval period.

The workshops, attended by local people, indicate that a network of historic trods
crossed this beck valley. These were probably closely connected with transport between
villages, the nearest being Newham which lay on the western edge of the Dell.
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Sir William Gray House
Clarence Road
Hartlepool TS24 8BT
Tel 01429 523455 Fax 01429 523477
email tees.archaeology@hartlepool.gov.uk

The Heritage of Fairy Dell, Marton, Middlesbrough: Proposal for a
Community Archaeology Excavation

1.0 Organisation profile
Tees Archaeology provides archaeological services to the local authorities of Hartlepool
and Stockton-on-Tees and operates across the wider Tees Valley. The Service has a proven
record of desk-based assessments, watching briefs, field evaluations and excavations
throughout Teesside and in County Durham and North Yorkshire. In addition, the Service
has written and published major works on the archaeology of Hartlepool Headland.

2.0 Background
2.1 Fairy Dell is a wooded beck and park on the south side of Middlesbrough. The
Friends of Fairy Dell have made significant environmental improvements to this landscape
in recent years and propose to resurface one of the several sunken lanes to enable better
access and interpretation. The sunken lanes are all present on the earliest mapping for the
area (mid 19th century) and may have their origins in the medieval period.

2.2 Fairy Dell formed part of the estate of the former Gunnergate Hall. Historic
landscape features are still legible including a cascade, lake, icehouse and two lodges. The
hall was demolished in the second half of the 20th century.

3.0 Aims and Objectives
3.1 To raise public awareness of the heritage value of the Fairy Dell area including its
sunken lanes.

3.2 To promote the good management of the heritage features of the Fairy Dell area.

3.3 To work with local people to explore the archaeology of Fairy Dell through
exploratory trial trenching.

3.4 To provide heritage based educational opportunities for local schools.

3.5 The objectives of the excavation are:

· To archaeologically clean and record several sections across the sunken lanes of



the Fairy Dell area.

· To train local people in archaeological techniques and methods.

· To introduce local school children and those from Higher Education
establishments to archaeological techniques and methods.

· To identify and investigate any exposed archaeological deposits or features,
including the recovery of artefacts, samples of material suitable for
palaeoenvironmental investigation, and material suitable for scientific dating.

· To assess the potential and significance of any exposed archaeological deposits
or features.

4.0 Methods statement
4.1 All field projects are carried out in accordance with the Code of Conduct of the

Institute for Archaeologists (IfA), with English Heritage's Management of
Archaeological Projects, and with the IFA Standard and Guidance documents. The
English Heritage guidelines Understanding Historic Buildings: A guide to good
recording practice (2006) are used for building survey projects, and maritime work
is carried out in accordance with the principles of the Nautical Archaeology
Society. Human remains are treated in accordance with the guidelines established
in The excavation and post-excavation treatment of cremated and inhumed human
remains (IFA Technical Paper No. 13), Guidance for best practice for treatment of
human remains excavated from Christian burial grounds in England (The Church
of England and English Heritage, 2005) and any conditions stipulated by the Home
Office.

4.2 Site-specific risk assessments are undertaken before each project, and work on site
is carried out according to the FAME handbook Health and Safety in Field
Archaeology (2010). Copies of Hartlepool Borough Council and Tees Archaeology
Health and Safety policies are deposited with the Tees Archaeology HER. Tees
Archaeology’s  field  projects  are  fully  covered  by  Employers’  Liability,  Public
Liability and Professional Indemnity insurance policies.

4.3 A number of trenches will be excavated by hand in a controlled and stratigraphic
manner, until archaeological remains or natural subsoils are encountered.

4.4 Archaeological remains will be sample excavated to a sufficient degree to
understand the full stratigraphic sequence, down to naturally occurring deposits.
The extent of excavation of individual features will vary according to their
complexity, date and importance but will generally amount to 5-20% of linear
features such as ditches and roads, 50% of discrete features such as pits and
postholes, and 100% of features containing human remains such as graves and
cremation deposits. All finds will be collected, bulk finds by context: ‘small’ finds
will be 3D located. Any finds that are considered treasure under the Treasure Act
(1996), such as artefacts of gold and silver, will be reported to the coroner and the
Regional Portable Antiquities Scheme Finds Liaison Officer.

4.5 Tees Archaeology’s own recording system and forms are used in all fieldwork, and
recording is carried out according to the guidelines in the Tees Archaeology
Fieldwork Manual, a copy of which is deposited with the Tees Archaeology HER.
Site survey work and planning will be carried out with a Topcon total station



equipped with datalogging facilities, and survey data will be processed using
appropriate software packages (n4ce Lite and AutoCAD LT). Site record drawings
will be made at standard scales of 1:100, 1:50, 1:20 and 1:10, as appropriate. All
archaeological remains will be recorded using 35mm black and white print film and
10m pixel high quality jpeg digital images.

4.6 Environmental samples are taken where appropriate. Advice on environmental
sampling strategies is normally obtained from staff at the University of Durham
Department of Archaeology. Bulk samples of 30-60 litres, where possible, will be
taken for flotation and subsequent recovery of charred plant remains and associated
small bones or industrial debris. Both flots and residues will be retained upon 500
μm mesh and the fine residue checked for material – the nature of the soils in this
area often leads to partial mineralisation and much charred material can fail to float.
Ten litre sub samples from waterlogged deposits will be wet sieved and examined
for biological remains in particular. Five litre sub-samples may be processed from
dry deposits to assess the potential of each sample. Samples worthy of further work
will be fully processed.

4.7 Samples for scientific dating such as AMS C14 dating, archaeomagnetic dating or
dendrochronology are taken where appropriate. Advice on the selection and
sampling of material for scientific dating is obtained in the first instance from
Jacqui Huntley of Durham University, English Heritage Regional Science Advisor
for the North East.

4.8 Clients are kept informed of the progress of work, and wherever possible summary
reports with recommendations for future work or mitigation strategies are provided
within two weeks of the completion of site work. Tees Archaeology staff will not
pass on details of the results of fieldwork projects to the press or public during
work without consultation with the client. In the case of significant discoveries,
Tees Archaeology can provide professional assistance with public relations,
presentation, and interpretation work.

4.9 Tees Archaeology’s field projects are covered by the following insurance policies:

Policy No Expiry date
Employers’ Liability 3926059 30/06/13

Public and Products Liability 3926059 30/06/13

Professional Indemnity 3926059 30/06/13

Other cover is arranged where necessary.
4.10 Following the completion of the excavation, the site archive including stratigraphic

data, finds and environmental remains will be assessed to establish the scope of
post-excavation analysis required. This will involve the examination of the archive
by various specialists (see section 6) who will recommend what, if any, further
work is required. Conservation may be required to stabilise finds that are liable to
deteriorate following excavation. The post-excavation assessment should be
completed within 2 months of the completion of the excavation, and should include
the review and updating of this project design.

4.11 The recommended post-excavation analysis may include further work on
stratigraphic analysis, all categories of finds and environmental remains,
conservation, comparison with other sites both locally and nationally, and full



publication in a suitable journal or by other means. The post-excavation analysis
should be completed within 2 months of the completion of the post-excavation
assessment.

5.0 Monitoring
5.1 Access will be provided at all reasonable times to the archaeological

representatives of Middlesbrough Borough Council to monitor the progress and
results of the archaeological investigations. A minimum of fourteen days notice
will be given in writing prior to the commencement of works.

6.0 Staff
6.1 Tees  Archaeology’s  assessment  and  field  projects  are  carried  out  under  the

direction of the Archaeology Officer, Robin Daniels, who has experience of this
type of work on sites of all periods. A team of experienced field archaeologists, all
of who are trained in Tees Archaeology methods and recording systems, is drawn
on for these projects. The site will be managed by a qualified project officer
assisted by a site assistant. Post-excavation work is carried out with the assistance
of Tees Archaeology’s curatorial staff. Work on finds and samples is carried out by
recognised specialists in various disciplines: wherever possible, specialists from the
region are employed. Scientific advice is provided by Jacqui Huntley of Durham
University, English Heritage Regional Science Advisor for the North East. The
following specialists may be employed as required:
Assessment / analysis of pottery Dr Chris Cumberpatch, specialist in

medieval ceramics
Assessment / analysis of faunal
remains

Louisa Gidney of Archaeological Services,
Durham University

Assessment / analysis of
environmental remains

Dr Charlotte O’Brien of Archaeological
Services, Durham University

Assessment / analysis of small
finds

Nicola Rogers of York Archaeological
Trust

Assessment / analysis of glass Rose Broadley, vessel glass specialist

Any conservation required Karen Barker, Conservator

Assessment / analysis of industrial
residues

Dr Jennifer Jones of Archaeological
Services, Durham University

7.0 Report and Recommendations
7.1 The information from the archaeological trenches will be assimilated in a detailed

report.
7.2 The report shall contain:

· A non-technical summary

· An introduction summarising the background to the project



· The site location, historical and archaeological background

· A description of the aims and objectives of the project

· A description of methodology and techniques

· A narrative description of the site with reference to context numbers (a list and
summary description of all contexts recorded may be included as an appendix)

· Interpretation and phasing of the archaeological remains on the site

· Catalogues and descriptions assessing all classes of stratigraphic, artefactual and
ecofactual data recovered during the fieldwork

· Supporting maps, plans, sections, illustrations and photographs illustrating the
location of the site, areas, trenches, structures, and archaeological remains as
necessary

· A description of the findings in the context of The North-East Regional Research
Framework for the Historic Environment (Petts, 2006)

· References and bibliography for all sources used

· Appendices as appropriate, including the project design

· A summary of the contents of the project archive and its location

· A mitigation strategy for further archaeological intervention if this is considered to
be necessary

7.3 The report will be presented in such a way that it is appropriate for full publication
in a suitable journal or by other means. The report should be completed within 2
months of the completion of the post-excavation analysis.

8.0 Site Archive
8.1 The site archive shall contain all the data collected during the investigative work

detailed above, including all records. It will be quantified, ordered, indexed and
internally consistent.

8.2 Adequate resources shall be provided during fieldwork to ensure that records are
checked and internally consistent.

8.3 Archive consolidation will be undertaken immediately following the conclusion of
fieldwork:

· The site record will be checked, cross-referenced and indexed as necessary.

· All retained finds will be cleaned, conserved, marked and packaged in accordance
with the requirements of the recipient museum.

· All retained finds will be assessed and recorded using pro-forma recording sheets,
by suitably qualified and experienced staff. Initial artefact dating will be integrated
with the site matrix.

8.4 Provision will be made for the deposition of archive at the Dorman Museum and
the contractor shall adhere to any reasonable requirements they may have regarding
conservation and storage of excavated material and archive. The archive will be
prepared in accordance with the guidelines published in Archaeological Archives:



A guide to best practice in creation, compilation, transfer and curation
(Archaeological Archives Forum, 2007).

8.5 A copy of the fieldwork report will be forwarded to the Middlesbrough Borough
Council’s  Historic  Environment  Record, and one further copy to the NMR. Tees
Archaeology supports the Online Access to Index of Archaeological Investigations
(OASIS) Project, which provides an online index to archaeological grey literature.
An online OASIS form for the project will be completed within 3 months of
completion of the work, and be placed into the public domain on the OASIS
website following validation by HER.

9.0 Bibliography
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Appendix 2: Historical trail leaflet
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Appendix 3: Historical interpretation board









Figure 3:  Extract from R.A.F. 1946. (Flight Number C.P.E/UK.1835. 13 NOV. 46.
F/20”//82.SQDN. Frame 4254).

Earthworks of Newham Deserted Medieval Village on the western side of the Dell.  Note the
remains of Gunnergate Hall at top right of picture.  The back lane on the southern side of the
earthworks survives as a ditch and hedge within the Dell.  One of the sunken lanes in the middle
of the middle of the earthworks also survives within the Dell.





Figure 5: The medieval trod from its base showing Trenches A-C.

Figure 6: Plan of trench A



Figure 7: Trench A

Figure 8: West facing section of Trench A



Figure 9: Trench B

Figure 10: Plan of Trench C



Figure 11: Trench C

Figure 12: Section of trench C (west facing)



Figure 13: Trench D

Figure 14: Bones excavated from trench C context [02]



Figure 15: C.Garnett moulded lettering on glass excavated from trench A context [01]

Figure 16: Clay pipe bowl excavated from trench A

Figure 17: A sherd of Medieval pottery excavated from trench C context [03].


