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Introduction 
 
The excavations at Egglescliffe were funded by the Heritage Lottery through the 
River Tees Rediscovered project. Tees Archaeology worked with local people 
and volunteers to investigate whether there was any evidence of Medieval or 
English Civil War activity in the area. 
 
Egglescliffe, Stockton-on-Tees (NZ 421 131) is in origin a medieval village, which 
probably developed in two parts. One focused on the church and the other 
around the hall at the eastern end of the village.  
 
Purpose and Methodology of the Project 
The aim of the project was to increase our knowledge and understanding of the 
medieval and later village. In addition, Egglescliffe was the scene of significant 
activity during the English Civil Wars of the mid-17th century when Royalist troops 
and guns were based in Egglescliffe to control the bridge to Yarm. There were at 
least two engagements in the area and we hoped to find evidence of the 
encampments and military activity.  
 
The investigation took the form of three trenches at Devil’s Hill on the eastern 
edge of the village and three test pits to the rear of properties along Church Road 
at the western end of the village. 
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All finds have been catalogued on a spreadsheet and this has been placed in the 
archive for the project. Tees Archaeology at Sir William Gray House, Clarence 
Road, Hartlepool, holds the finds and the archive. The site code for the archive is 
EGS 15. 
 

Excavation Descriptions 
 
The excavations took place over four days from 13th July to 16th July 2015. Six 
trenches; A1, A2, A3, B1, B2, and B3 were opened by hand in two different 
locations (A and B; see Fig 1). The excavations were directed by Robin Daniels 
and supervised by David Errickson with 20 volunteers providing 47 days of work. 
The excavation was carried out in mostly hot, dry weather. 
 
Numbers in round brackets are context numbers of layers or fills, numbers in 
square brackets are cut features such as ditches or postholes. 
 
 
Location A (Figs 1-2) 
Location A was to the south east of Grange Farm, Egglescliffe at the site of 
Devils Hill. Devil’s Hill is a large mound that is recorded on Ordnance Survey 
maps from the 1850s onwards; it is now surrounded by large tips of spoil 
generated by the farm. The purpose of this mound is unknown with a number of 
possible explanations; the two strongest candidates are either a Neolithic round 
barrow, or medieval motte and bailey castle, and it is significant that it pairs with 
Round Hill on the other side of the River Tees. Round Hill is a scheduled 
monument currently interpreted as a motte and bailey castle, but an alternative 
explanation of it as Neolithic round barrow has been put forward (B Vyner pers 
comm). In both of these instances one might expect to find the monument set on 
the scarp edge overlooking the river but in fact it is set a significant distance back 
and the river is not visible from the mound. 
 
There are two other plausible explanations for Devil’s Hill, one is as a landscape 
viewing mound that may have been constructed during the creation of the 
parkland to the south of Egglescliffe in the 18th century while the other is as a 
mound for a gun battery during the English Civil War engagements that took 
place in this area. Significantly the Ordnance Survey map depicts a Devil’s Hole 
in front of it which might bolster this explanation. The excavations were situated 
around the edge of the mound to determine if there were any ditches or 
structures which might throw light on the construction. 
 
Trench A1 (Figs 1, 3-6) 
Trench A1 was north west of Devil’s Hill near the entrance to the field. The trench 
was 3.5m in length, 1.2m wide and oriented southwest to northeast.  
 
Excavation Description 
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The natural dark orange to light brown clay (05) was cut by a trench [08] for a 
field drain (07). The field drain had a curved top but was not removed so it is not 
certain if it was fully round or a horseshoe shape. The latter are earlier but the 
fabric suggest a date in the first half of the 19th century. The drain had a dark 
brown soil packed around it and the finds from this are consistent with a 19th 
century date.  
 
Overlying the field drain and the natural was a cultivated dark brown soil (04). 
This in turn was overlain by (03) which was a darker brown soil that contained 
stones, brick rubble and some iron objects. A light brown sandy soil (02) overlay 
(03) and contained a range of 19th century debris. The topmost layer (01) was 
light gray with stones, rubble, pieces of nail and other 19th and 20th century debris 
 
 
Finds 
 

Context 
Find 

01 02 03 06 

Glass 
White 5 8  1 

Green 5 4  2 

Ferrous  7 4 1 2 

Bone  2    

Ceramic 

Clay pipe 1 1   
Brick  3 4 5 

Red 
Earthenware 

   1 

Kitchenware 
unglazed 

   1 

Kitchenware 
glazed 

4   5 

Porcelain 1 12   
Medieval  1   
Slate  1   
Tile 7 8  2 

Misc  1 charcoal 
fragment 

 Wire  

 
The finds are listed above, and with the exception of one piece of medieval 
pottery of possible 13th century date, they all date to the 19th and 20th centuries 
and are typical of rubbish deposits with a mix of domestic rubbish (pottery, glass 
bottles, clay pipes and animal bone) and more agricultural material such as a 
piece of ceramic drain and iron fittings from agricultural equipment. 
 
Discussion 
Beneath the top layers (contexts (01) and (02)) was a layer of large stones mixed 
with mortar (03). This represents the construction of a track within the field and 
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was an earlier version of the current track in a similar position. Sealed beneath 
this was a Victorian field drain (contexts [08], (06) and (07) respectively) which 
the current farmer suggested once fed into a pond that no longer exists located 
near Devil’s Hill (S Smith pers comm). The 19th century date of the drain 
indicates that the track was no earlier than this.  
 
 
Trench A2 (Figs 1, 7-8) 
 
Trench A2 was north of Devil’s Hill and was 4.5m long by 1.2m wide, it was 
oriented east-west.  
 
Excavation Description 
 
The natural was orange / light brown clay (05) which was overlain by a light 
friable brown silty soil (04), Overlying this was a compacted dark brown soil (03) 
which contained a quantity of domestic rubbish, this was sealed in turn by (02) 
which was a light brown silty soil again containing a quantity of domestic rubbish. 
The topmost layer (01) was a dark brown sandy soil which again contained 
domestic debris 
 
 
Finds 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The finds from this trench are very similar to those from A1 and also represent a 
mix of domestic and agricultural debris largely of the 19th and 20th centuries. 
Context (01) contained three sherds of medieval pottery of 13/14th century date 
and context (03) had one sherd of 13th century pottery.  

Context 
Finds 

01 02 03 

Glass 
Green 7  9 

White 1  2 

Ferrous  6 2 5 

Bone  2 1 3 

Ceramic 

Tile 1 6 5 
Glazed 
kitchenware & 
tableware 

7 1 16 

Clay pipe 1  2 

Medieval 3  1 

Red 
Earthenware 

4   

Flint  1   

Misc 
 1 wooden 

fragment 
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While there was more medieval pottery in this trench than in trench A1 it was 
mixed in with much later material and not in its original location. 
 
Discussion 
This trench has identified 19th and 20th century dumping of rubbish against the 
side of Devil’s Hill but did not revealed anything about the origin or purpose of the 
mound. 
 
 
Trench A3 (Figs 1, 9-11) 
 
Trench A3 measured 1.5m by 1.5m and lay on the west flank of Devil’s Hill, 
slightly higher up the mound than trenches A1 and A2.  
 
Excavation Description 
This trench was not fully excavated due to time constraints and only two layers 
were documented. The earliest, (02) was a mix of a hard light brown clay and 
friable light brown sandy soil which contained a significant amount of pottery for 
the area involved. Context (02) was overlain by topsoil (01) which was a friable 
dark brown/black soil with a large amount of vegetation and roots.  
 
Finds 
 

Context 
Finds 

02 

Glass 
Brown 1 
White 3 

Ferrous  8 

Bone  8 

Ceramic 

Tile 1 
Glazed 
kitchenware & 
tableware 

3 

Clay pipe  
Fine red 
earthenware 
(16th/17thC) 

3 

Medieval 12 
Prehistoric  

Flint  1 

Misc  1 piece of fossil 

 
The finds from A3 are similar to those from trenches A1 and A2 reflecting both 
domestic and agricultural rubbish, however the period distribution is significantly 
different with a relatively large number of sherds of 13th to 15th century date and 
three sherds of a fine red earthenware that is probably of 16th/17th century date 
although, it more usually has a glaze at this period. 
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Discussion 
Unfortunately there was insufficient time to complete this trench; however the 
finds suggest that it may have been the most promising in terms of finding out 
more about the mound. The finds clearly represent a rubbish deposit on to a pre-
existing mound, but given the earlier date of much of this rubbish it may be an 
indication that the mound is of medieval or earlier date. 
 
 
Devil’s Hill Discussion 
Trenches A1 and A2 were both sited at the foot of Devil’s Hill with the intention of 
identifying the edge of the mound and looking for any features at its periphery 
that might relate to it, such as a ditch or evidence of structures. In neither case 
was anything that could be directly related to the mound found, instead what was 
found was evidence of the dumping of rubbish against the sides of the mound. 
 
Trench A3 was more interesting but being positioned on the flank of the mound 
there was insufficient time to complete it. The earlier date of the finds from this 
trench may well suggest that the mound was of medieval or earlier date and that 
further excavation in this area might locate the original soil of the mound. 
 
The work has thrown more light on the formation of the mound which has clearly 
been augmented by the dumping of rubbish and it seems clear that in order to 
examine the original mound a more substantial excavation would be required.  
 
The only progress in terms of interpretation of the mound is to probably rule out 
its use as a gun battery site. If this had been the case then there should have 
been finds of metalwork of some description, and despite an extensive metal 
detecting search nothing was found. 
 
 
Location B (Fig 1) 
These trenches were sited to the rear of residential properties along the south 
side of Church Road. The purpose of the trenches was twofold; to locate 
evidence of medieval activity, and to see if it was possible to find any information 
in regard to the English Civil War occupation of the area in the mid 17th century.  
 
B01 and B02 were sited relatively close to the present buildings in areas which 
were most likely to have seen intensive medieval activity. Trench B03 was sited 
towards the rear of the property where the level and type of medieval activity 
might be expected to be different. 
 
 
Trench B1 (Figs 1, 12-17) 
Trench B1 was located to the rear of ‘Kirklands’ and measured 1.2m square. 
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Excavation Description: 
The underlying natural was not reached in this trench which was 0.7m deep. The 
earliest layer (05) was a mix of clay and fine brown soil containing a range of 
finds including butchered bone (see below, ‘Finds’). This was overlain by a dense 
brown/orange clay (04) which contained a similar range of finds but there was 
also a concentration of fragments of sandstone and limestone in the south west 
corner of the trench. These might be the remains of rubble derived from a 
building. 
 
Context (04) was overlain by a compacted grey/brown clay (03). Contexts (03-
05) all contained significant amounts of medieval pottery suggesting that they 
represent medieval horizons with a little later contamination. Overlying these 
horizons was a light brown cultivated soil (02) which contained a wide range of 
finds of different periods and this represents the mixing caused by cultivation, this 
in turn was overlain by a dark brown topsoil (01). 
 
The presence of clay horizons with medieval finds strongly indicates the 
presence of medieval structures in the vicinity. Clay was often used to create 
floors in medieval buildings and this is the kind of debris we would associate with 
demolished medieval buildings.  
 
Finds 
The finds from this trench are all consistent with domestic rubbish, but show a 
clear stratigraphic separation. 
 
The dates represented here are significant. Context (01) contains material which 
mainly dates from the 18th and 19th centuries with hints of 17th century activity, 
while the medieval pottery from the other contexts is mainly 13th and 14th century 
in date with a small number of 15th century pieces. There is a notable absence of 
characteristic late 14th and 15th century reduced wares which suggest a decline in 
activity at this time.  
 
The animal bone represents the normal farm species, chickens, cows, sheep and 
pigs, and there is clear evidence of butchery. 
 
Pieces of worked flint were recovered in contexts (04) and (05) of which only one 
can be identified for certain and this is a part of a Neolithic (c.3,600 -2,300 BC) 
scraper which has been fire damaged. These finds attest to prehistoric activity in 
the area but do not tell us a great deal about it.  
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Context 
Finds 

01 02 03 04 05 

Glass 

Green 2 2    
Brown 14     
Black 2     
White 24 4    

Ferrous  8 nails 3  1 7 

Copper 
Alloy 

 1 bent 
strip 
1 fragment 
of key 
(gilded) 

    

Bone  3  2 24 14 

Ceramic 

Tile 1     
Red 
earthenware 
glazed & 
unglazed 

9 2 1   

Glazed 
creamware 

31 8    

Clay pipe 2 4  1  
Stoneware 1 3    
Fine red 
Earthenware 
with dark 
glaze 

1 
(C16/17th) 

1 
(C16/17th) 

   

Medieval 1 (C13th)  5 
(C13/14th) 

12 
(C13/15th) 

16 
(C13/15th) 

Prehistoric      

Flint  1 burnt 
flake 

  1 3 

Misc 
 1 cinder 

1 coal 
1 plastic 
fragment 

 2 coal 
pieces 

2 coal 
pieces 
 

 
Discussion 
This trench had no distinct features but seems to indicate spreads of domestic 
rubbish from the 13th century onwards with a notable hiatus between the 15th and 
17th centuries. The material is consistent with a location to the rear of the main 
house areas, which would have been on the frontage.  
 
 
Trench B2 (Figs 1, 18-22) 
Trench B2 was located to the rear of ‘Orchard House’ and was 1.4m square. 
 
Excavation Description: 
The earliest horizon encountered here was an orange/brown clay (04) 
encountered at a depth of c.0.27m. Two features were cut into this; an east – 
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west gully [07] and a ‘D’ shaped posthole [05]. Just under 1m of eh gully was 
seen against the south section and it had a rounded terminal in the trench. The 
gully had a ‘V’ shape profile with a narrow base less than 0.1m across. The gully 
was filled with a light grey clay (08) which contained flecks of coal and pebbles, a 
single small piece of animal bone came from the fill. The fill may well be a 
compacted silt and this may have been a drainage gully, it is however notable 
that the fall of land is from north to south.  
 
The ‘D’ shaped posthole [05] may also be related to a structure. It was quite 
shallow (0.1m) and flat bottomed, its shape suggests that a half timber of 0.1m 
diameter was set into the ground here. This is not large enough for a substantial 
structure but might be sufficient for a light farmyard structure. Its fill (06) was a 
dark soil containing a little charcoal. 
 
An orange/brown clay (03) overlay and sealed these features. This contained a 
range of finds (see below) which ranged in date from the 13th to the 17th century; 
this date range does suggest that the sealed features are unlikely to be any later 
than the 16th/17th century. 
 
A layer of compacted light brown soil (02) overlay (03) and was overlain in turn 
by the topsoil (01). Both of these last two layers had a very mixed range of 
material in them, probably as a result of cultivation over a long period of time. 
 
 
Finds  
The finds from this trench again represent domestic rubbish; in contrast to B01 
there is pottery from all periods in each context suggesting that there has been a 
lot of disturbance of materials in the area.  
 
The collection is however particularly noticeable in that it shows little evidence of 
a break between the 13th century and the present day. The assemblage contains 
grey reduced wares with a green glaze which are characteristic of northern 
England in the late 14th and 15th century and this contrasts markedly to B01 
where none are present. There is also significant evidence of 16/17th century 
pottery and in particular a moulded plate which appears to be of good quality. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Context 
Finds 

01 02 03 
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Glass 

Green 6 5  
Brown    
Black    
White 8 1 1 

Ferrous  6 7 nails  
Bone  9 10 6 

Ceramic 

Tile  1 drain 1 roof 
Red 
earthenware 
glazed & 
unglazed 

16 5 2 

Glazed 
creamware 

38 15 3 

Clay pipe 3 3  
Stoneware   1 (C16/17th) 

Biscuit ware   1 (C16/17th?) 

Fine red 
Earthenware 
with white 
slip 

1 (C16/17th)  1 

Medieval 7 (C13/16th) 4 (C13/14th) 3 (C13/16th) 
Prehistoric    

Flint    1 

Miscellaneous  4 coal 
fragments 
1 bone button 
1 copper alloy 
button 

1 copper alloy 
button 

 

 
 
Discussion 
Trench B2 seemed to contain evidence of structures of some kind, represented 
by a small posthole [05] and gulley [07]. Unfortunately there was no pottery 
associated with the gulley, however it was sealed by (03) which is of probable 
16/17th century date, giving a date before this for the structure.  
 
 
Trench B3 (Figs 1, 23-25) 
Trench B3 was located to the rear of ‘White House’ and measured 1m square. 
 
Description 
The natural orange brown clay (05) lay at c.0.25m, but this had been cut by gully 
[04]. This gully was quite shallow (012m) and had a shallow slope with a flat 
bottom c0.35m wide. The gully contained two layers; a light brown sandy clay 
(03) which was overlain by (02) which was very similar layer. This contained 
medieval pottery but also clay pipe.  
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The topsoil (01) overlay the natural (05) and the top fill of the gully (02) and while 
the contents of the topsoil were mixed they were generally no later than 17th 
century in date suggesting that this feature could be of 17th century date.  
 
The shallow nature of the ditch does suggest that it have been truncated by later 
activity the feature does seem to be very wide and it may have been a 
substantial feature such as a sub-division of the property.  
 
 
Finds 
This trench was sited a long way to the rear of the property at the back of the 
croft and as a result it might be expected that there would be fewer finds and this 
was the case. Particularly notable was the absence of bone refuse of which a 
significant amount was found in B1 and B2. 
 
Apart from the omnipresent clay pipes it does look as though the lower contexts 
were of at least 16th century date and possibly earlier. Later medieval pottery was 
encountered on this site in marked contrast to B1 and comparable to B2, 
suggesting that there may have been continuous occupation of the property.  
 

Context 
Finds 

U/S 01 02 04 

Glass 
Green  1   
Blue   1  

Ferrous     1 nail 

Ceramic 

Tile     
Red 
earthenware 
glazed & 
unglazed 

1 2   

Glazed 
creamware 

6    

Clay pipe 1 3 3  
Medieval 2 

(C13/14th) 
3 
(C15/16th) 

1 (C14th)  

Porcelain  4    
Miscellaneous  Slag    

 
 
Discussion 
Ditch [04] may have subdivided the property or it may be related to buildings 
which were not detected; as with the evidence in B2 it would require the opening 
of a much larger area to be clear about the purpose (and date) of the structures 
these features represent.  
Church Road Discussion 
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The three trenches along Church Road were intended to confirm that this area 
was occupied in the medieval period and to identify any activity that might relate 
to the English Civil War in the area.  
 
All three trenches contained medieval pottery dating from at least the 13th century 
onwards demonstrating that there was activity in the area at this time, and it is 
almost certain that the present properties had been established by this date. In 
general terms there is far more 13th/14th century pottery than 15th /16th century 
and the latter material is completely absent from B1. This suggests a generally 
detrimental impact of the 14th century calamities of the plague, Scottish raids and 
poor harvests.  
 
Across England the loss to these forces is thought to be about 50% of the 
population and it would be instructive to look at other areas of Egglescliffe to see 
if they suffered in the same way.  
 
There is clear evidence of 16th and 17th activity in B2 and B3 and hints of it in B1 
and while there is no clear link to the English Civil War we can be certain that the 
people who used some of the pottery excavated lived through that period. 
 
 

General Discussion 
 
The project was successful in encouraging a number of volunteers to experience 
archaeological work and clearly demonstrated that a number of relatively small 
trenches can begin to throw light on a settlement and its history. As is frequently 
the case with archaeological work it has also opened up further questions to be 
pursued. It has been suggested above that there was a later medieval decline of 
the village and pits on more properties would be able to test this hypothesis. 
 
Devil’s Hill clearly requires further work, perhaps with a more substantial trench, 
but it is clearly not going to reveal its secrets easily, while the evidence of English 
Civil War activity in the village has still to be found. 
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Appendix 1: Egglescliffe Village 2015: Flint Assessment 
 
A02 Context 01 
Natural angular chunk of pale brown flint.  Discard. 
 
A03 Context 02 
Natural gravel fragment.  Discard. 
 
Natural flint pebble fragment.  Has formed as a fossil sea-urchin.  Discard or 
perhaps keep as a curiosity. 
 
B01 Context 01 
Burnt flake fragment.  Undiagnostic. 
 
B01 Context 03 
Burnt angular fragment.  Undiagnostic. 
 
B01 Context 04 
Flake of light brown flake.  Unprepared platform, pronounced bulb of percussion. 
Edge damage appears recent. Prehistoric. 
 
Angular chunk of dark brown, almost black flint.  Natural and possible from ships 
ballast (see also B02 Context 03). Discard. 
 
B01 Context 05 
Burnt end scraper fragment.  This has invasive retouch at the distal end with 
semi-invasive retouch continuing along the left dorsal edge.  This is a fire 
fractured fragment and is beginning to vitrify.  Neolithic. 
 
Fire fractured chunk.  Partly vitrified.  Of correct proportions for a small pebble 
core but all surfaces are spalled. Undiagnostic. 
 
Flake fragment.  A sub-square fragment from a flake with pronounced bulb of 
percussion and unprepared platform.  Prehistoric. 
 
B02 Context 03 
Large chunk of black flint.  Typical of 19th century ship ballast brought onto fields 
with sea-weed manure.  Discard. 
 
Conclusion 
The majority of the flint consists of either naturally occurring pebble or gravel 
fragments, heavily vitrified angular chunks or 19th century ballast flint.  The 
Neolithic scraper fragment is of interest and there are two other flakes that are 
the product of knapping.  The flints have not been found in significant quantities 
but do suggest activity in the area in at least the Neolithic.  The majority of 
worked flints are from B01 suggesting a focus of prehistoric activity in this area.



 

 

Fig 1 Location of trenches 



 

 

Fig 2 Devil’s Hill, Egglescliffe 

 

         

Fig 3 Trench A1 facing north east with 19th century            Fig 4 Trench A1 facing north east showing  

field drain                                                                            sondage cut to examine deeper soils 



 

 

Fig 5 Trench A1 sondage with west facing section (05) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 6 Section drawing of A1 

 



 

 

Fig 7 Trench A2 with sondage to examine depth of soils 

 

 

 

 

Fig 8 Section drawing of sondage in trench A2 

 



 

 

Fig 9 Limit of excavation for trench A3 

 

 

Fig 10 Trench A3, context 02, fine red earthenware, 16th/17th century 



 

 

Fig 11 Section drawing of trench A3 

 

 

 

Fig 12 Location of trench B1 at Kirklands, Church Road 



 

 

Fig 13 Detail of trench B1 showing the spread of stones in the south east corner 

 

 

Fig 14 Completed trench B1 with east facing section 

 



 

 

Fig 15 Trench B1, context 03, medieval Tees Valley Ware, 13th/14th century 

 

 

Fig 16 Trench B1, context 05, fragment of Neolithic end scraper  



 

 

Fig 17 Section drawing of trench B1 

 

 

 

Fig 18 Trench B2 looking south with posthole nearest the camera and gully in the background 

 



 

 

Fig 19 Detail of the gully in B2 

 

 

Fig 20 Trench B2, context 03, Yorkshire Reduced Ware, 15th/16th century 



 

 

Fig 21 Trench B2, 05, piece of moulded plate of probable 17th century date  

 

 

Fig 22 Plan of B2, with profiles of features 

 
 



 

 

Fig 23 Trench B3 fully excavated ditch looking north. 

 

 
 
Fig 24 Trench B3, unstratified, moulded clay pipe bowl with heart design, initials ‘T’ and ‘W’. The stem had the 
maker’s name and location in a cartouche of which ‘TOCKTON’ is visible, presumably ‘Stockton’ 



 

 
 

  
Fig 25 Plan and profile of trench B3 



 

 
 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
 
 
 
 

 


